
COMMUNIT Y DEVELOPMENT TRUST PHASE 1 HOUSING AREA OXNEY MOSS BOSC
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Th e Oxney Moss is the “blue 
thread” that runs through the entire 

length of the development.  Th is 
water course is set to become a new 

and naturalised feature running 
through the central park .  

However, its character is not 
universal, hence there will be parts 
where it feels slightly more formal 

and its edges more manicured 
than in areas where it assumes 
a genuinely wild and natural 

character.  
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Th e Green Loop crosses the Oxney Moss through this space serving as an important green node and incorporating the 
primary waterway within the wider Green Grid. A Skatepark will be delivered in this location as part of a future phase.

A narrow strip of green space fl anks either side of the Oxney drain corridor in close proximity to proposed development.  Th e incorporation 
of swales either side of the watercourse supports its function in terms of fl ood attenuation.  Swales serve a further vital function of bio-
attenuation of surface water run-off  from nearby development in advance of it reaching the watercourse and wider environment.

In the north the Oxney Moss will be a natural and wild brook that sees little 
access by people and therefore forms a rich habitat for wildlife and ecology.

Th e Oxney Drain will be enhanced through 
banking, planted with aquatic and marginal species 
that will increase habitat and biodiversity potential 
whilst enhancing hydrological functioning and 
visual amenity for local residents. A woodland 
playground will feature in this location as part of a 
future phase. 

Th is is the largest formal green space  
within the central park and supports 
a variety of functions including fl ood 
attenuation, informal and formal 
recreation and play and amenity value.

Serving as a green node along the vehicular access route that crosses the Oxney 
Moss this space supports a variety of functions including recreation, play and water 
attenuation.
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Proposed formal 
and informal 
play

Existing trees 
retainedProposed development (passive 

surveillance)
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(banking; meandering and 
natural features)
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Amenity value for 
local residents

Existing Oxney Drain enhancements - 
(banks; meanders and natural features)

Existing concrete bank 
retained
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(biodiversity)

Informal & 
naturalistic play
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Banks - ecological and 
amenity value 

Proposed tree

Existing woodland & tree belt 
(canopy cover provides cooling; 
shading; nesting; habitat value)

Supplementary planting to riparian corridors 
and SuDS basin to create distinct hierarchy 
of planting to animate the feature, improve 
biodiversity.

Existing woodland retained to create a 
landscape framework for the SuDS Basin and 
backdrop to supplementary Basin planting.

Wildfl ower meadow with bold mown 
grassland swathes used to provide visual 
interest and sense of arrival

Feature  walls introduced to add architectural 
elements into the setting

Modifi cation of the Oxney Drain bank to 
facilitate controlled access to the water body.

Focal point accomodating seating areas, LEAP 
overlooked from seating areas.

Existing woodland retained to screen pumping 
station 

Selection of paving materials used to strengthen 
the hierarchy of pedestrian routes.

Pedestrian crossing point / oppotunity to 
interact with the Oxney Drain.

Focal space containing an architectural grid 
of feature tree planting will provide a striking 
feature throughout the year with spring 
blossom and autumn foliage.
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