
CIVIC BUILDINGS - CHURCH AND COMMUNITY

Opportunity to improve parts 
of the wider Town as well

A café anchors the building’s north eastern corner and 
establishes direct links with the existing Sergeants’ Mess terrace 

and new square to the north. 

The building is a fl exible working, making and meeting hub. Clustered 
around large shared marketplace the different uses can be operated at 
different times of the day.

Offi ce and making spaces break out onto open shared 
spaces at ground and fi rst fl oor level providing fl exible 
spaces for weekend markets and local events.
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With a setting both on the park and onto the 
town square, this building is made up of a 
series of different workspaces, shared, public 
and private, a café and restaurant and fl exible 
open market place. 

The different elements of the building are 
arranged over two levels and clustered around 
a fl exible open space that can support various 
events, weekend markets or fairs.

The building is designed to be permeable, 
encouraging people to circulate under, over 
and through it. Bringing passers-by (as well as 
tenants) into the facility encourages activity and 
discovery around the various uses.

A large roof extends over the building 
enabling it to be occupied throughout the 
day, regardless of weather.

A series of terraces are incorporated into 
the design at various levels, providing 
expansive views onto the town square, the 
park and retained Sergeants’ Mess, and 
back onto the woodland landscape towards 
the south and west.

In particular the Roman Catholic Church of the Sacred Heart could 
be welcomed into the new town centre with a setting on the park 
and a completely new building, funded by developing new homes 
on part of the existing site. 

Early discussions have been held with the Portsmouth Diocese 
and we, WBRC, will be working with the local Roman Catholic 
community in bringing this initiative forward.


